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2020 is a Pivotal Year for Critical  
Energy Storage Research

ÅOver $100 Million Invested in Energy Storage in 2020 (EPIC Funds and 

Awardee Provided Match Funding)

ÅEvaluating the Performance of Lithium Ion and Non-Lithium Ion Energy 

Storage Technologies in a Variety of Microgrid Applications

ÅSupporting New and Emerging non-Lithium Ion Technologies

ÅField Demonstrations of non-Lithium Ion Longer Duration Energy Storage

ÅValidating Capability of Second-Life Batteries to Cost-Effectively Integrate 

Solar Power for Small-Medium Commercial Building Applications 

ÅAssessing Long-duration Energy Storage Deployment Scenarios to Meet 

California's Energy Goals
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California Energy Commission Major Research Programs

ÅElectric Program Investment Charge (EPIC)ñAdministered by the CPUC

ÅRatepayer-funded program to benefit ratepayers

ÅAdministered by the Energy Commission and three Investor Owned Utilities (PG&E, SCE, and SDG&E)

ÅEnergy Commission Program ~ $130 M/year

ÅNatural Gas RD&DñAdministered by the CPUC

ÅApproximately $24 M/year

ÅSpecial Funds (e.g., climate vulnerability, transportation research)
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California Energy Commission has a Long History

of Energy Storage Research
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A Decade of Microgrid Research
Deploying the Largest Number of Installed Microgrids
(Energy Storage is a Key Component of Each Microgrid)

45 microgrids|$136M invested |$101M match funding

Å Increasing resiliency

ÅTrack energy storage performance, reliability 

and safety

ÅLearning best approaches to integrating 

multiple resources

ÅSharing lessons learned and best practices

ÅDriving down costs and establishing 

deployment norms
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Diverse Combination of Microgrid Demonstration 
Projects by End Use
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